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From background and beginnings, through the early Church, through the
Renaissance and Reformation, to the post-Vatican era, here William Bausch
takes readers on an enjoyable and comprehensive journey into the Catholic
Church.

The lives of people, the hopes of communities, the fears and courage of leaders
are all here in this balanced portrait of history, philosophy, and theology. These
are arranged against the backdrop of social and cultural factors that influenced
and helped shape the course of events within the life of the church.

As Bausch states in his introduction: "The more I listen to people, the more I
realize how wide is the gap between their understanding of the Church and the
Church's historical realities." He seeks to close this gap by critically exploring
such areas as the rich variety of ministries in the early church; the crusades;
the piety of the Middle ages; the challenge of the Reformation; the role of the
pope; the rise, fall, and recent reinstatement of the deaconate; the changing role
of women in the church, and the origins of various liturgies and popular
customs.
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