Year B:

Questions of the Week

Questions for Feasts appear at the end of this document.
First Sunday of Advent 

God’s faithfulness

Reading I
Isaiah 63:16–17, 19, 64:2–7 (prayer for the return of God’s favor)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 1:3–9 (thanksgiving)

Gospel
Mark 13:33–37 (need for watchfulness)

Key Passage 
God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. (1 Corinthians 1:9)

Adult
How do you know when you’re following Christ and living his teachings faithfully?
Child
What good thing might God be asking you to do right now?

Second Sunday of Advent 

Patience

Reading I
Isaiah 40:1–5, 9–11 (promise of salvation)

Reading II
2 Peter 3:8–14 (Christ will come in judgment)

Gospel
Mark 1:1–8 (John the Baptist)

Key Passage 
The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. (2 Peter 3:9)

Adult
With whom could you be more patient this week, as God has been patient with you?

Child
With whom can you be more patient?

Third Sunday of Advent 

Bringing joy through justice

Reading I
Isaiah 61:1–2, 10–11 (the mission to the afflicted)

Reading II
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 (Christian conduct; blessing)

Gospel
John 1:6–8, 19–28 (John as witness to the light)

Key Passage 
I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation. (Isaiah 61:10)

Adult
What work of justice could you do this week to bring someone joy? 

Child
What could you do for someone this week to make them happy?

Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Acceptance of God’s will

Reading I
2 Samuel 7:1–5, 9–11, 16 (the Lord’s promises to David)

Reading II
Romans 16:25–27 (doxology)

Gospel
Luke 1:26–38 (the annunciation of the Lord)

Key Passage 
Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her. (Luke 1:38)

Adult
How do you open your heart to what God wants for you? How do you follow the pathway that leads to happiness?
Child
Is there something hard you need to do this week? What might make it easier?

Questions for Christmas Day can be found in the Seasonal Feasts section at the end of this year.

Holy Family 



Compassion

Reading I
Sirach 3:2–6, 12–14 (duties toward parents)

Reading II
Colossians 3:12–21 (the practice of virtues; the Christian family)

Gospel
Luke 2:22–40 (circumcision of Jesus; presentation in the temple)

Key Passage 
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. (Colossians 3:12)

Adult
How do your family members know that you are a compassionate person? 

Child
What family member needs your compassion and kindness right now?

Mary, Mother of God 

Blessed by God

Reading I
Numbers 6:22–27 (the priestly blessing)

Reading II
Galatians 4:4–7 (free sons of God in Christ)

Gospel
Luke 2:16–21 (the shepherds’ visit)

Key Passage 
So you are no longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God. (Galatians 4:7)

Adult
Which of God’s blessings are you most thankful for right now?

Child
What does it mean to you to be a child of God?

Epiphany 



Unexpected gifts

Reading I
Isaiah 60:1–6 (glory of the new Zion)

Reading II
Ephesians 3:2–3, 5–6 (commission to preach God’s plan)

Gospel
Matthew 2:1–12 (the visit of the magi)

Key Passage
On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother. (Matthew 2:10)

Adult
When have you found the presence of Christ in an unexpected place?

Child
Where and in whom will you look for Jesus this week? 

Baptism of the Lord 

All are welcome

Reading I
Isaiah 42:1–4, 6–7 (the servant of the Lord)

Reading II
Acts 10:34–38 (Peter’s discourse)

Gospel
Mark 1:7–11 (the baptism of Jesus)

Key Passage 
Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.” (Acts 10:34–35)

Adult
To whom have you been guilty of showing partiality? What can you do to correct that?

Child
How can you help others feel part of your class’s or group’s games and activities?

Questions for Ash Wednesday can be found in the Seasonal Feasts section at the end of this year.

First Sunday of Lent 

A change of heart

Reading I
Genesis 9:8–15 (covenant with Noah)

Reading II
1 Peter 3:18–22 (the purpose of Christ’s suffering)

Gospel
Mark 1:12–15 (Jesus’ temptation; the call to conversion)

Key Passage 
For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. (1 Peter 3:18)

Adult
When or how could you step away from your daily responsibilities to renew yourself, so that you can do a better job of following in the footsteps of Jesus?

Child
What good habit could you work on during Lent so you could grow closer to God?

Second Sunday of Lent 

The assurance of faith

Reading I
Genesis 22:1–2, 9, 10–13, 15–18 (the testing of Abraham)

Reading II
Romans 8:31–34 (God’s love for humanity)

Gospel
Mark 9:2–10 (Jesus transfigured)

Key Passage 
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 
 one for Elijah.” (Mark 9:5)

Adult
How deeply do you believe that since God is for you, no one can destroy you?

Child
What would you like to ask God to do for you and your family?

Third Sunday of Lent 

Trust and doubt

Reading I
Exodus 20:1–17 (the ten commandments)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 1:22–25 (the wisdom and folly of the cross)

Gospel
John 2:13–25 (cleansing of the temple)

Key Passage 
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. (1 Corinthians 1:22–23) 

Adult
When has the message of the cross seemed absurd to you, and when have you seen its wisdom?

Child
What puzzles you in the gospel stories? Which story makes you the most hopeful?

Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Through the eyes of faith

Reading I
2 Chronicles 36:14–17, 19–23 (dissolution of Judah)

Reading II
Ephesians 2:4–10 (generosity of God’s plan)

Gospel
John 3:14–21 (Jesus’ teaching to Nicodemus)

Key Passage 
Jesus said to Nicodemus, “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.” (John 3:17)

Adult
Do you see the world as basically evil, or as good? What difference does this make in the way you live?

Child
Where do you see goodness in God’s world?

Fifth Sunday of Lent 

The reward of faith

Reading I
Jeremiah 31:31–34 (the new covenant)

Reading II
Hebrews 5:7–9 (Jesus, compassionate high priest)

Gospel
John 12:20–33 (the coming of Jesus’ hour)

Key Passage 
Those who love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. (John 12:25)

Adult
When and in what way have you seen life come from death?

Child
When have you felt stronger because you sacrificed something for a friend or member of your family?

Passion (Palm) Sunday 

Surrender to God’s will

Procession
Mark 11:1–10 (entry into Jerusalem) or John 12:12–16 

Reading I
Isaiah 50:4–7 (salvation only through the Lord’s servant)

Reading II
Philippians 2:6–11 (imitating Christ’s humility)

Gospel
Mark 14:1—15:47 (the passion of Jesus)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “Abba, Father, for you all things are possible; remove this cup from me; yet, not what I want, but what you want.” (Mark 14:36)

Adult
When have you found it hardest to accept God’s will? What enabled you to accept it?

Child
When is it hardest for you to obey? 

Holy Thursday 


Remembrance

Reading I
Exodus 12:1–8, 11–14 (the Passover ritual prescribed)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (the Lord’s Supper)

Gospel
John 13:1–15 (the washing of the feet)

Key Passage 
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. (1 Corinthians 11:26)

Adult
How has your understanding of the Eucharist increased since you were a child?

Child
How does the Mass help you remember the events of Jesus’ life and death?

Good Friday 



The suffering servant

Reading I
Isaiah 52:13—53:12 (suffering and triumph of the servant of the Lord)

Reading II
Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 (Jesus, compassionate high priest)

Gospel
John 18:1—19:42 (the passion of Jesus)

Key Passage 
Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup that the Father has given me?” (John 18:11)

Adult
What new insight for your life are you receiving through your reflection on the mysteries of Christ’s passion during the Holy Week liturgies?

Child
What do you think of as you hear the story of Jesus’ passion and death?

Holy Saturday 


From death to life

Reading I
Genesis 1:1—2:2 (first story of creation)

Reading II
Genesis 22:1–18 (the testing of Abraham)

Reading III
Exodus 14:15—15:1 (crossing of the Red Sea and destruction of the Egyptians)

Reading IV
Isaiah 54:5–14 (the new Zion)

Reading V
Isaiah 55:1–11 (an invitation to grace)

Reading VI
Baruch 3:9–15, 32—4:4 (prayer of wisdom in the Law of Moses)

Reading VII
Ezekiel 36:16–17a, 18–28 (regeneration of the people)

Epistle
Romans 6:3–11 (death to sin, life in God)

Gospel
Mark 16:1–8 (the women at the tomb)

Key Passage 
Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near. (Isaiah 55:6)

Adult
How has your celebration of the Eucharist over the years deepened your understanding of life?

Child
What have you learned about being a good Christian from your celebration of Sunday Mass?

Easter Sunday 


Hope of salvation

Reading I
Acts 10:34, 37–43 (Peter’s discourse)

Reading II
Colossians 3:1–4 (mystical death and resurrection) Or 1 Corinthians 5:6–8 (unleavened bread of sincerity and truth)

Gospel
John 20:1–9 (Peter and the disciple at the tomb)

Key Passage 
When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. (Colossians 3:4)

Adult
Why do you believe that you will live with Christ for all eternity?

Child
Who has helped you believe that you will live with Jesus forever?

Second Sunday of Easter 

Following the example of Jesus

Reading I
Acts 4:32–35 (life of the Christians)

Reading II
1 John 5:1–6 (belief in Jesus Christ)

Gospel
John 20:19–31 (appearance to the disciples)

Key Passage 
Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul; no one claimed private ownership of any possessions; everything they owned was held in common. (Acts 4:32)

Adult
What could you do this week to inspire your family to resemble the early Christians more closely?

Child
What could you and your family do to help others who are in need?

Third Sunday of Easter 

The living Christ

Reading I
Acts 3:13–15, 17–19 (Peter’s discourse on Jesus’ resurrection) 

Reading II
1 John 2:1–5 (keeping the commandments)

Gospel
Luke 24:35–48 (Jesus appears to the Eleven)

Key Passage 
Jesus said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; 
 see that it is I myself.” (Luke 24:38–39)

Adult
What questions about Jesus still arise in the midst of your faith?

Child
What question would you like to ask someone about Jesus’ appearance to the Apostles?

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Called to be shepherds

Reading I
Acts 4:8–12 (the stone that has become the cornerstone)

Reading II
1 John 3:1–2 (recognizing the Son)

Gospel
John 10:11–18 (the Good Shepherd)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.” (John 10:11)

Adult
Whom are you shepherding in your life right now, and who shepherds you?

Child
Who has been like a shepherd to you by their example? For whom could you be a shepherd?

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Strengthening your faith

Reading I
Acts 9:26–31 (Saul visits Jerusalem) 

Reading II
1 John 3:18–24 (the actions of believers)

Gospel
John 15:1–8 (the vine and the branches)

Key Passage 
[The vine grower] removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. (John 15:2)

Adult
When have you been “pruned” by your experiences in a way that led to greater abundance? 

Child
When have you felt stronger or better because you did something hard to help another person?

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Love of your neighbor

Reading I
Acts 10:25–26, 34–35, 44–48 (Peter in Caesarea)

Reading II
1 John 4:7–10 (God’s love and ours)

Gospel
John 15:9–17 (a disciple’s love)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15:12)

Adult
How is love of others connected to love for God?

Child
Who needs Jesus’ love this week? How can you show them his love?

Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Praying for others

Reading I
Acts 1:15–17, 20–26 (Matthias chosen)

Reading II
1 John 4:11–16 (love for one another)

Gospel
John 17:11–19 (Jesus’ prayer for the disciples)

Key Passage 
[Jesus prayed to his Father,] “I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours.” (John 17:9)

Adult
Who needs you to pray for them this week, as Jesus prayed for his disciples?

Child
Who will you pray for this week?

Pentecost 



Acting with courage

Reading I
Acts 2:1–11 (descent of the Holy Spirit)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 12:3–7, 12–13 (many gifts, one Spirit, and the analogy of the body)

Gospel
John 20:19–23 (appearance to the disciples)

Key Passage 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. (Acts 2:3–4)

Adult
When has the Holy Spirit given you the strength to act with courage?

Child
When and where do you need the Holy Spirit’s help to speak out?

Trinity Sunday 


Signs of God’s love

Reading I
Deuteronomy 4:32–34, 39–40 (proofs of God’s love)

Reading II
Romans 8:14–17 (sons of God through adoption)

Gospel
Matthew 28:16–20 (commission of the Apostles)

Key Passage 
Moses said to the people, “For ask now about former ages, long before your own, ever since the day that God created human beings on the earth; ask from one end of heaven to the other: has anything so great as this ever happened or has its like ever been heard of?” (Deuteronomy 4:32)

Adult
What signs of God’s love have you witnessed in your life?

Child
How can you be a sign of God’s love to others this week?

Body and Blood of Christ 

Bread for others

Reading I
Exodus 24:3–8 (ratification of the covenant)

Reading II
Hebrews 9:11–15 (the sacrifice of Jesus)

Gospel
Mark 14:12–16, 22–26 (Passover preparation)

Key Passage 
While they were eating, he took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to them, and said, “Take; this is my body.” (Mark 14:22)

Adult
In what ways have you practiced the words of Jesus and been bread for others?

Child
What can you do to prepare to celebrate Holy Communion with your parish family?

Second Sunday in Ordinary 
Time Come and see

Reading I
1 Samuel 3:3–10, 19 (revelation to Samuel)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 6:13–15, 17–20 (against sexual immorality)

Gospel
John 1:35–42 (the first disciples)

Key Passage 
They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. (John 1:38b–39)

Adult
What qualities do you have that would cause others to recognize you as a disciple of Jesus?

Child
What does it take to be a follower of Jesus?

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Repent and believe

Reading I
Jonah 3:1–5, 10 (conversion of Nineveh)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 7:29–31 (encouragement within a hostile world)

Gospel
Mark 1:14–20 (call of the first disciples)

Key Passage 
Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” (Mark 1:14–15)

Adult
What part of your life is Jesus calling you to change right now?

Child
In what way do you think you can be a better follower of Jesus?

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Sharing good news

Reading I
Deuteronomy 18:15–20 (a prophet like Moses)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 7:32–35 (the state of virginity)

Gospel
Mark 1:21–28 (cure of a demoniac)

Key Passage 
They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes. (Mark 1:22)

Adult
What can you tell others about Jesus with the most assurance?

Child
What is the most important thing you would like others to know about Jesus? How will you show or tell them?

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Comfort for the sorrowful

Reading I
Job 7:1–4, 6–7 (Job’s first reply)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 9:16–19, 22–23 (Paul’s recompense)

Gospel
Mark 1:29–39 (cure of Peter’s mother-in-law and other miracles)

Key Passage 
That evening, at sundown, they brought to him all who were sick or possessed with demons. And the whole city was gathered around the door. And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many demons. (Mark 1:32–34a)

Adult
When have you felt the sadness of Job? When have you felt the joy of those who witnessed the healing works of Jesus?

Child
What could you do this week to comfort someone who is sad?

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Models of Christ

Reading I
Leviticus 13:1–2, 44–46 (on leprosy)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 10:31—11:1 (imitation of Christ)

Gospel
Mark 1:40–45 (healing of a leper)

Key Passage 
Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1)

Adult
Would you have the courage to tell others to do as you do in order to be a Christian? Why or why not?

Child
What can you do this week to be an example to others?

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time The test of faith

Reading I
Isaiah 43:18–19, 21,22, 24b–25 (promise of redemption and restoration)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 1:18–22 (Paul’s sincerity)

Gospel
Mark 2:1–12 (healing of a paralytic at Capernaum)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Stand up and take your mat and walk’?” (Mark 2:9)

Adult
When has it been hardest for you to believe that your sins are forgiven?

Child
Are you willing to believe what you cannot see? Why is this hard to do?

Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time Witnesses of faith

Reading I
Hosea 2:18b, 17b, 21–22 (Israel’s restoration)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 3:1b–6 (ministers of the new covenant)

Gospel
Mark 2:18–22 (the question of fasting)

Key Passage 
You yourselves are our letter, written on our hearts, to be known and read by all. (2 Corinthians 3:2)

Adult
If you thought of your life as a letter of faith, what would it say?

Child
If someone were to write a letter about you and your faith, what would they say?

Ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time Worshiping God

Reading I
Deuteronomy 5:12–15 (the Decalogue: the Sabbath)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 4:6–11 (treasure in earthen vessels)

Gospel
Mark 2:23—3:6 (the disciples and the Sabbath)

Key Passage 
The Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath. (Mark 2:28)

Adult
How do you witness to others that you and your family believe Sunday is a holy day?

Child
What do you and your family do to honor God on Sunday?

Tenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Love for all

Reading I
Genesis 3:9–15 (the fall)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 4:13–5:1 (paradox of the ministry)

Gospel
Mark 3:20–35 (Jesus and Beelzebul; Jesus and his family)

Key Passage 
 Jesus said, “Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother.” (Mark 3:35)

Adult
In what way could you widen the circle of your family to include someone in need?

Child
Whom could you invite to share a happy time with your family?

Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Living in God’s kingdom

Reading I
Ezekiel 17:22–24 (prophecy of the restoration of Israel)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 5:6–10 (walking by faith)

Gospel
Mark 4:26–34 (seed grows by itself and the mustard seed)

Key Passage 
Yet when [the mustard seed] is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade. (Mark 4:32)

Adult
What is the “good soil” that has allowed your faith to grow like the mustard seed and provide shelter for others?

Child
How do you help your faith grow like the mustard seed?

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gift of peace

Reading I
Job 38:1, 8–11 (the Lord’s speech to Job)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 5:14–17 (the ministry of reconciliation)

Gospel
Mark 4:35–41 (the storm on the sea)

Key Passage 
Jesus said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” (Mark 4:39–40)

Adult
When has the Lord calmed the stormy seas of your life?

Child
What fear would you like the Lord to help you overcome?

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Rich in love

Reading I
Wisdom 1:13–15; 2:23–24 (God’s justice and its rejection by the wicked)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 8:7, 9:13–15 (liberal giving)

Gospel
Mark 5:21–43 (the daughter of Jairus; the woman with a hemorrhage)

Key Passage 
For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. (2 Corinthians 8:9)

Adult
When have you felt enriched by a sacrifice you made for another?

Child
Whom could you help by your acts of kindness this week?

Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Self-acceptance

Reading I
Ezekiel 2:2–5 (the Lord speaks to Ezekiel)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 12:7–10 (Paul’s weakness)

Gospel
Mark 6:1–6 (Jesus at Nazareth)

Key Passage 
[Paul said,] Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, but he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” (2 Corinthians 12:8)

Adult
What unavoidable weakness in yourself do you struggle to accept? 

Child
What have you wished would be different or better about you?

Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Sharing good news

Reading I
Amos 7:12–15 (Amos called by God to prophesy) 

Reading II
Ephesians 1:3–14 (blessing for Jew and Gentile)

Gospel
Mark 6:7–13 (the mission of the Twelve)

Key Passage 
He called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. (Mark 6:7)

Adult
What good news of Jesus can you share with others this week?

Child
What good news of Jesus can you share with others this week?

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Come away and rest

Reading I
Jeremiah 23:1–6 (messianic reign)

Reading II
Ephesians 2:13–18 (all united in Christ)

Gospel
Mark 6:30–34 (return of the disciples)

Key Passage 
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” (Mark 6:30–31a)

Adult
What do you do to rest so that you can return to work refreshed?

Child
When will you take time to stop and pray this week?

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Gifts of hope

Reading I
2 Kings 4:42–44 (Elisha: the multiplication of loaves) 

Reading II
Ephesians 4:1–6 (unity in the Mystical Body)

Gospel
John 6:1–15 (multiplication of the loaves)

Key Passage 
When [the people] were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. (John 6:12–13)

Adult
When has the generous gift of another offered you hope?

Child
What loving gift could you give to another person this week?

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time The eyes of faith 

Reading I
Exodus 16:2–4, 12–15 (manna in the desert)

Reading II
Ephesians 4:17, 20–24 (renewal in Christ)

Gospel
John 6:24–28 (discourse on the bread of life)

Key Passage 
So they said to Jesus, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are 
you performing?” (John 6:30)

Adult
When has your faith helped you believe without “seeing signs” from God?

Child
Who helps you believe in things you cannot see? 

Nineteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Life for the world

Reading I
1 Kings 19:4–8 (Elijah’s flight to Horeb)

Reading II
Ephesians 4:30—5:2 (vices to be avoided)

Gospel
John 6:41–51 (discourse on the bread of life, continued)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” (John 6:51)

Adult
When has the bread of life given you the strength you needed to face a difficult situation in your life? 

Child
What will you ask Jesus to help you with when you receive Holy Communion this week?

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Promise of eternal life

Reading I
Proverbs 9:1–6 (forsake foolishness)

Reading II
Ephesians 5:15–20 (sing praise to the Lord)

Gospel
John 6:51–58 (discourse on the bread of life, continued)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day.” (John 6:54)

Adult
How does Jesus’ promise of eternal life affect the way you live today?

Child
How often do you think about heaven? Does it make a difference in the choices you make?

Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time Christian marriage

Reading I
Joshua 24:1–2, 15–17, 18 (reminder of the divine goodness)

Reading II
Ephesians 5:21–32 (Christian wives and husbands)

Gospel
John 6:60–69 (effect of the bread of life discourse)

Key Passage 
This is a great mystery, and I am applying it to Christ and the church. Each of you, however, should love his wife as himself, and a wife should respect her husband. (Ephesians 5:32–33)

Adult
In what way has the example of Christian marriage (your own or that of another couple) helped you understand the relationship between Christ and his church?

Child
What can you do for your family to show them Jesus’ love and care?

Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time Doers of the word

Reading I
Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 6–8 (advantages of fidelity)

Reading II
James 1:17–18, 21–22, 27 (response to God’s gift)

Gospel
Mark 7:1–8, 14–15, 21–23 (Jesus and the Pharisees)

Key Passage 
Welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. (James 1:21–22)

Adult
Which words of Jesus provide the most inspiration for the Christian work that you do?

Child
How do you welcome the words of Jesus into your heart?

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time Rich in faith

Reading I
Isaiah 35:4–7 (Israel’s deliverance)

Reading II
James 2:1–5 (against favoritism)

Gospel
Mark 7:31–37 (healing of a deaf-mute)

Key Passage 
Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? (James 2:5)

Adult
When has your faith in Jesus enabled you to speak out on an issue of importance?

Child
What does your belief in Jesus mean to you?

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time Faith and works

Reading I
Isaiah 50:4–9 (salvation through the Lord’s servant)

Reading II
James 2:14–18 (faith and good works)

Gospel
Mark 8:27–35 (first teaching of the paschal event and the doctrine of the cross)

Key Passage 
Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I by my works will show you my faith. (James 2:17–18)

Adult
Why should faith always lead to good works?

Child
What good works can you do to show your faith in Jesus?

Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time True wisdom

Reading I
Wisdom 2:1, 17–20 (the wicked speak)

Reading II
James 3:16—4:3 (true wisdom and worldly desires)

Gospel
Mark 9:30–37 (second teaching of the paschal event and words against ambition and envy)

Key Passage 
He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be last of all and servant of all.” (Mark 9:35)

Adult
What evidence do you see in the world around you that many do not accept Jesus’ teaching on power and ambition?

Child
Why is it wrong to feel envy for what belongs to another?

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Setting priorities

Reading I
Numbers 11:25–29 (sharing the gift of prophecy)

Reading II
James 5:1–6 (saving the right focus)

Gospel
Mark 9:38–43, 45, 47–48 (sharing our possessions)

Key Passage 
Listen! The wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, cry out, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts. (James 5:4)

Adult
What are the three most important values motivating your daily decisions?

Child
Could a poor person who is wise be richer in a way than a foolish person who has many things? Why?

Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time Childlike faith

Reading I
Genesis 2:18–24 (second story of creation, the creation of woman)

Reading II
Hebrew 2:9–11 (Jesus’ exaltation through abasement)

Gospel
Mark 10:2–16 (question of divorce and Jesus blessing the children)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.” (Mark 10:15)

Adult
What could keep you from embracing the kingdom of God like a little child?

Child
How do you feel when you hear the wonderful stories of God’s love for you?

Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time Danger of riches

Reading I
Wisdom 7:7–11 (Solomon and the riches of wisdom)

Reading II
Hebrews 4:12–13 (God’s living word)

Gospel
Mark 10:17–30 or 10:17–27 (the danger of riches—Jesus and the rich man)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” (Mark 10:25)

Adult
How can the pleasures and comforts of this world become barriers to your relationship with God?

Child
What favorite toy, game, video, etc., of yours would you be willing to share with someone this week?

Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time Quiet sacrifice

Reading I
Isaiah 53:10–11 (the suffering servant)

Reading II
Hebrews 4:14–16 (Jesus, compassionate high priest)

Gospel
Mark 10:35–45 (ambition of James and John)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “Whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all.” (Mark 10:44) 

Adult
Why is it hard to do good works if you will not be acknowledged for them?

Child
Are you willing to do a good deed even if no one knows that you did it? Why?

Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time The eyes of faith

Reading I
Jeremiah 31:7–9 (the restoration)

Reading II
Hebrews 5:1–6 (Jesus, the high priest)

Gospel
Mark 10:46–52 (the blind Bartimaeus)

Key Passage 
Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. (Mark 10:52)

Adult
What have your eyes of faith helped you see in a new way?

Child
What do you like most about the story of Bartimaeus? Why?

Thirty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time The greatest commandment

Reading I
Deuteronomy 6:2–6 (the great commandment)

Reading II
Hebrews 7:23–28 (Jesus, the eternal high priest)

Gospel
Mark 12:28–34 (the greatest commandment)

Key Passage 
[The scribe] asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?” Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’” (Mark 12:28–30)

Adult
Why is love of neighbor as important as love of God?

Child
When do you show that you love God and your neighbor with your whole heart?

Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time Giving from our need

Reading I
1 Kings 17:10–16 (Elijah and the widow)

Reading II
Hebrews 9:24–28 (the sacrifice of Jesus) 

Gospel
Mark 12:38–44 (hypocrisy of the scribes, and the widow’s mite)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.” (Mark 12:43–44)

Adult
What are you willing to give out of love for God that would be a hardship for you? 

Child
What would you be willing to give up for someone else?

Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time Ready for the Lord

Reading I
Daniel 12:1–3 (Daniel’s conclusion to the apocalypse) 

Reading II
Hebrews 10:11–14, 18 (Christ’s eternal sacrifice)

Gospel
Mark 13:24–32 (the second coming)

Key Passage 
Jesus said, “Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.” (Mark 13:33)

Adult
What would you be doing differently in your life if you truly believed you would meet Christ soon?

Child
What would you do for others today if you thought you would not have another chance to do it?

Christ the King Given the kingdom

Reading I
Daniel 7:13–14 (Daniel’s vision of one like the Son of man)

Reading II
Revelation 1:5–8 (praise to Jesus Christ)

Gospel
John 18:33–37 (the blood and water)

Key Passage 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (Revelation: 1:5b–6)

Adult
In what ways is Jesus the ruler of your life?

Child
How can you show that you honor Jesus as the king of your life?

SEASONAL FEASTS: Cycle B

Immaculate Conception

Reading I
Genesis 3:9–15, 20 (the fall)

Reading II
Ephesians 1:3–6, 11–12 (the Father’s plan for salvation)

Gospel
Luke 1:26–38 (announcement of the birth of Jesus)

Key Passage 
Luke 1:38 (Mary consents to the angel’s announcement)

Adult
When has it been hard to say yes to God when faced with a difficult challenge?

Child
What blessings has God given to you and your family?

Christmas: Dawn

Reading I
Isaiah 62:11–12 (your salvation comes)

Reading II
Titus 3:4–7 (the loving kindness of God our Savior appeared)

Gospel
Luke 2:15–20 (the birth of the Savior)

Key Passage 
Luke 2:19 (Mary treasures these events in her heart)

Adult
What will you do during this Christmas season to reflect in your heart, as Mary did, on God’s gift of the Savior?

Child
What would you say to Jesus as you stand before the nativity scene in your church?

Ash Wednesday

Reading I
Joel 2:12–18 (the day of the Lord)

Reading II
2 Corinthians 5:20—6:2 (ministry of reconciliation)

Gospel
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–18 (purity of intention; prayer and fasting)

Key Passage 
Matthew 6:1 (expect no public praise for good works)

Adult
What good work could you do this week without seeking acknowledgment or praise from others? 

Child
What good work could you do this week without telling others that you have done it?

Ascension

Reading I
Acts 1:1–11 (Jesus’ final instructions and ascension)

Reading II
Ephesians 1:17–23 (exaltation of Christ)

Gospel
Mark 16:15–20 (conclusion of Mark’s gospel)

Key Passage 
Mark 16:15 (go and proclaim the good news)

Adult
How well are you fulfilling Jesus’ command to share the good news with others?

Child
Why are Christians filled with hope?

Assumption: Day

Reading I
Revelation 11:19; 12:1–6, 10 (the woman and the dragon)

Reading II
1 Corinthians 15:20–26 (Christ, the first fruits)

Gospel
Luke 1:39–56 (Mary’s visit to Elizabeth)

Key Passage 
Luke 1:49 (“God has done great things for me”)

Adult
What do you trust that God will do for you?

Child
What gift of God makes you happy and joyful?

All Saints

Reading I
Revelation 7:2–4, 9–14 (rejoicing of the elect)

Reading II
1 John 3:1–3 (children of God)

Gospel
Matthew 5:1–12 (the beatitudes)

Key Passage 
Matthew 5:12 (blest are you)

Adult
What is the greatest challenge of the beatitudes for you?

Child
What does it mean to be blessed by God?
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