Involve Your Entire Parish
In the Worldwide Year For Priests!

Pope Benedict has declared an extraordiivaar For Priests, beginning with the
Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesyslune 19, 2009, and ending a year later on this
same universal feast of the Sacred Heart. Thepafrpriests St. John Vianney said,
“The priesthood is the love of the Heart of Jesus.”

As Catholic communities make plans to honor angbstigheir priests ordained for
Christ's service, thegmrishes are searching for a way to enflame the arg
community with the priestly Heart of Jesus.During this blessed year, consider
renewing your whole parish with a rich, biblicalrggpality of the divine Heart.

Twenty-Third Publications offer6he Sacred Heart
of Jesusas a resource for spiritual renewal during
this Year For Priests. This wonkcorporates the
ancient tradition of lectio divina to focus on the
biblical image of the heart, the central core of
human will and passion. Though the human heart
can become hardened and c@ad has promised
to change our hearts of stone to hearts of flesh
The heart of Jesus, pierced and flowing with living
streams of blood and water, is a threshold inviting
us into the experience of divine love.

Written by Catholic Bible scholar Stephen J. Binz,
The Sacred Heart of Jesushows how this ancient
devotion can be revitalized in our day throughiatsjality that isbiblical, ecumenical,
and contemporary. Through biblical reading, prayerful meditationdazontemplative
action, your community will experienceew unity, holiness, and purpose-all rooted
in the priestly Heart of Jesus.

St. John Vianney said that a good priest, a paftst Christ's own heart, is the greatest
treasure that God can give a paridbnor the good priests that serve your parish by
sanctifying your parish in the love of Christ—the Scred Heart of Jesus.

(The icon of the Sacred Heart is used with permisfiom the Diocese of La Crosse, Wisconsin.)




By steeping your whole parish lmblical reading, prayerful meditation, and
contemplative actioncentered on the Sacred Heart of Jesus, you cawréod’s
people andlevelop a priestly spirituality within your community of faith. People
renewed in the Heart of Christ live their faith mqrersonally, become for fully the
Body of Christ, and mediate Christ's presence ke in the world.

Consider these ways of bringifitne Sacred Heart of Jesu® your whole parish
community during the worldwide Year For Priests:

Spouses and Familieffer this work to all the

households of your parish for regular Bible

reading, discussion, and family prayer.

Parish Staff and Ministry Volunteers. Begin

your parish meetings and activities with a focus on

the Heart of Jesus throughout this year.

Adult Faith Formation and Bible Study. Choose

the Sacred Heart as your theme of biblical learning

for your study groups and education sessions.

Adorers of the Blessed Sacrament and Prayer

Groups. Encourage focused prayer to the Sacred

Heart leading to spiritual renewal.

Young Adults and Youth. Busy young Catholics can reflect on these biblical
texts while on the run, then send a text messafestals offering thoughts and
a digital prayer for the day.

Sick, Elderly, and Shut-Ins.Offer this work to all the infirmed so that the
whole parish can be renewed in the love of Chriivne Heart.

The Sacred Heart of Jesus is an inexpensive wiyvodve your whole parish in this
worldwide Year For Priest§.or the price of a pizza or moviethe people of your
parish can have a wonderful resource that will@mtheir lives and enhance the life of
your parish. When you place your order as a paymsih,may receive a discount of ten
to twenty-five percent.

Turn to this web site to see what Catholic bishephplars, and pastoral leaders are
saying about this new way of bringing biblical reréto your whole parish:
http://www.pastoralplanning.com/TBS/TBSReviews.html

Visit www.ThresholdBibleStudy.cormor call1-800-321-04110 order now!




The Sacred Heart of Jesusses an ancient method of biblical reflection prad/er
called lectio divina, encouraged by the bishopthefworld at the recent Synod of
Bishops in Rome. Pope Benedict XVI said this albectio divina:“If the practice of
Lectio Divina is effectively promoted, | am convined that it will produce a new
spiritual springtime in the Church.”

Each lesson ofhe Sacred Heart of Jesasntains a Scripture text, biblical commentary
rooted in the heart of the Church, questions flecgon and discussion, and a prayer.
By adopting The Sacred Heart of Jesu®r your parish, you can introduce your

whole community to the ancient art of lectio divinaand focus your entire parish on
the same faith-enriching themeThe Sacred Heart of Jesuall show your parish how
to read the Bible in a way that brings ongoing @sion and personal transformation in
Christ.
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