
2

the Front Door
Stop and take a long look at your front door, and 
your back and side doors if you have them. Look 
beyond any scratch marks or peeling paint or any 
smudges on the door glass. 

Consider instead how solid the door is, what it 
sounds like when the wind and rain and sleet beat 
against it and how the door (and the house as a 
whole) shelters you. At bedtime do you double-
check to make sure the doors are locked? I do. These 
doors are our family’s defense against the dangers of 
the night. 

Now think of God, who does the same. “I come to 
you for shelter,” the psalmist cries (25:20). “Protect 
me, keep me safe, and don’t disappoint me!”

But our doors are more than barriers; they’re 
entry and exit points, portals between our private, 
domestic world and the rest of life. We pass through 
them to go to work, to the store, to school. We kiss 
our spouses and children goodbye there. We prac-
tice hospitality at our doors, greeting friends and 
visitors and occasionally a person in need, and we 
practice patience and courtesy as we deal with a va-
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riety of salespersons and religious evangelizers. The 
front door can be the paschal mystery in action—
no matter how much we might want to be alone, 
somebody knocks.

Let the door slam shut, and think of how we too 
are a door, a portal—for it is through us that Jesus 
enters and interacts with our world. We can open 
wide to let him come through us to others, or we 
can slam shut inside ourselves, and keep God’s grace 
from breaking through. How widely do we welcome 
the world? What opportunity to grow in holiness is 
about to ring the doorbell? 

Prayer
Lord Jesus, you said “Behold, I stand  

at the door and knock.” 
Help us to be aware of all the ways 
you come to our door. 
Help us to see you in our neighbors, friends,  

and strangers who come knocking.
May our door open wide 
to the needs of the world, 
but slam tight against prejudice, violence,  

and anything that hides you from our sight. 
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Be our shelter in times of trouble, 
and may all who pass through this door 

know your saving love. Amen.

the Living room
Living room… Is there such a thing anymore? In the 
old days, houses were supposed to have front parlors 
reserved only for entertaining guests. Houses today 
have great rooms, combination living and dining 
rooms, family rooms, rumpus rooms, TV rooms, and 
fully equipped kitchens with a giant flat-screen TV 
and easy chairs. Whatever we call it, you get the idea: 
This space is where we do our “living”—everything 
from entertaining guests to sprawling on the sofa 
with the paper or a ball game. And whatever we call 
it, it’s the center for a whole lot of faith connections.

Think about this living space, no matter where in 
your home it is:

• Sit in the chairs and on the sofa and think of 
the people you’ve welcomed in this room over 
the years. Look around the room and see what 
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they saw—what this room tells them about you 
every time they come here. The hospitality you 
offer, the warmth you show: What are these but 
reflections of the warmth and hospitality God 
shows us—our God who sends messengers out 
to invite all to the wedding feast? Every time 
we offer warm welcome and hospitality, we 
show the face of God to the world.

• Think of the times you came home from work 
too tired for anything but just sitting in this 
room. Sit on the sofa and think of the times 
you sank into its cradling arms for a nap, or 
cuddled up on it with a spouse or child or pet. 
Think of our Lord, who said, “Come to me, all 
you who are weary, and I will give you rest.” 
Praise God for the comfort and rest you’ve 
found in this room over the years.

• See the floor covered with Legos that jam up 
your vacuum cleaner. Think of newspapers 
strewn all over the coffee table or floor. Watch 
or remember the children squealing and run-
ning through the room. Think of the patience 
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this room has helped you practice, all the fights 
and squabbles that started or ended here. All of 
this, too, is a course in holiness, in dying and 
rising with our Lord.

• Look about and think of how much this living 
room has helped shape who you are. If you are 
new to this house, think of the promise this 
room contains: like our Christian life, bursting 
with possibilities. 

Thank God for it all, the good and the bad this 
room represents. God’s promise is for abundant life. 
Praise God for all the living that this room holds.

Prayer
Jesus, you came so that we might have life, 
and have it to the full. 
I thank you for all the living  

that goes on in this room. 
Help me to remember that when I show 

hospitality 
I am living in you,  

for you welcomed all who came to you. 




