
vii

Acknowledgments

To claim authorship is to risk hubris because a book, like every-
thing else in life, is a committee endeavor, a group accomplish-
ment. I wish to express my heartfelt gratitude, therefore, to all 
who share with me this book’s authorship. 

I wish to extend special thanks to colleague and friend Dea-
con Bill Umphress for repeatedly urging me to write this book. 
Without that I would likely not have undertaken it. I am grate-
ful as well to Bill Huebsch, an encouraging and discerning if 
strict task master, whose insistence during the book proposal 
stage honed my focus and set me on a happy course in spite of 
my attractions to the contrary. Many thanks to my folks, Mary 
Jean and Joe Arado, for hosting me during the writing.

Colleagues Tom Donlon and Mary Adrian provided consis-
tent support throughout the writing process. Tom pushed me to 
find my voice and keep it. Mary nudged me to deeper perspec-
tive and creative breadth. How wonderful to have principals on 
your side! Bill Umphress’s initial list of human resources top-
ics and review of chapter nine buttressed my confidence. My 
good friend Jodi Auvin did me the great kindness of reviewing 
the whole text before submission. Her ear for language, eye for 
error, and gift for style helped me clarify what I really meant 
to write—thought I had written—in passages throughout the 
book. Our conversations were humbling and uplifting. Thank 
you to one and all.



viii   Good News Parish Leadership

Twenty-Third Publications has given me a great opportuni-
ty and most gracious gift by supporting this work and publish-
ing it. I am very grateful to Deborah McCann, who edited the 
book, Dan Connors, Michelle Gerstel, and Dan Smart for their 
kindness, advice, patience, flexibility, and generosity through-
out this project’s completion.

In this silver jubilee year, I also wish to thank the best of 
colleagues I have known in ministry, as a layman and or-
dained, as a staff member and as pastor: Marian Walstrom, 
Gerry Keefe, Butch Rowan, John R. Roach, Roger Carroll, John 
Bauer, Paul Jaroszeski, Frank Fleming, Kevin McDonough, Bill 
McDonough, Mary Adrian, Dorothy Paulson, Anne Raiche, 
Dick Barrett, Bill Umphress, John Barrett, Michael Haley, Joy 
Biedrzycki, Kathleen Ryan-Huyen, and Tom Donlon. Without 
these wonderful men and women, who taught and formed me 
in ministry around the low table of pastoral leadership, and the 
many others who on staff and in council these past twenty-five 
years did the same, this work would never have come to birth.  
I am deeply grateful to God for them all.

Michael L. Papesh
The Western Slope of the Rocky Mountains

frmichaelpapesh@yahoo.com




